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They are then dried and packed in
bags. If the home-garden crop is
roasted in an oven for home use, the
nuts should be watched carefully to
keep them from burning. This is a
good plant to play with in the gar-
den, but the average person can prob-
ably buy peanuts more cheaply than
he can grow them.

INSECTS AND DISEASES: Pests will
not give much trouble in the home
garden. In commercial plantings}
they should be brought to the atten-
tion of Government agencies. Where
they have not been grown in the past,
there are not apt to be any problems.

Peas

DESCRIPTION: The garden pea
(Pisum sativum, var. arvense) is a
variety of the field pea. It is a trail-
ing plant with oblong leaves and pur-
ple and white flowers. The fruit is a
pod containing from four to ten seeds.
The seeds may be smooth or wrinkled
and green or cream colored. The va-

rieties that are grown in the garden are
than field peas and, in some
even the pods are eaten. The
peas usually have a narrow and

somewhat cylindrical pod, while the
garden varieties have broad pods
which are somewhat flattened. Peas
are one of the most important vege-
tables from the standpoint of can-
ning, ranking next to sweet corn in
importance. It is one of the oldest
vegetables in cultivation, having been
grown in its native Egypt long be-
fore the Christian Era. As a green
vegetable, however, it is not so im-
portant as snap beans.

TYPES AND VARIETIES: Of the
smooth-seeded varieties, the Alaska
probably ranks first, particularly for
canning purposes. It is wilt-resistant
and very early, maturing in 55 days.
The seed is small and the pods are
about 2l/2 inches long. The vines
grow to 3 feet. Of the \vTinkled va-
rieties, there are many which may be
recommended. Among the dwarf va-
rieties should be mentioned Ameri-
can Wonder and Notts Excelsior,
both having short, heavily produc-
tive vines. Laxtonian or Blue Bantam
has long, green pods 4 inches or more
in length. Gradus, Thomas Laxton,
and Little Marvel are semi-dwarf
varieties with long, flattened pods-
These are the good garden varieties.
The tall-growing or mid-season
sorts, such as Alderman, Telephone,
Dwarf Telephone, and Perfection,
require around 75 days to mature and
make vines 4 feet tall with pods 4 to
5J4 inches long. Improved Strata-
gem and Large White Marrowfat
are late vigorous-growing varieties
that require 80 or more days to ma-
ture. Melting Sugar and the wilt-
resistant Dwarf Gray Sugar are
grown for their edible pods. They
produce tall vines, with medium to
long pods, and mature in 70 to 75
days.